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controversies, which was attached to no new policy believed in by the people at large, and which, being thus the battledore and shuttlecock of the two contending parties, was singularly ill-fitted to be of that permanent armoury which every Chancellor of the Exchequer needed to have at his command." The Prime Minister and Colonial Secretary thus made speeches on the same day in which the former seemed to be in full retreat from the policy which the latter declared to be imperative. Hot debates followed in Parliament, and it soon became evident that a schism had been created in the Unionist party which threatened the existence of the Government. Sir Michael Hicks Beach said bluntly that Mr. Chamberlain's proposals had divided, and, if persisted in, would destroy the Unionist party. Mr. Ritchie, the new Chancellor of the Exchequer, declared himself a convinced Free Trader and threatened resignation if the Government committed itself to Protection.
Mr. Balfour9 s " Unsettled Opinions "
In this emergency Mr. Balfour, the Prime Minister, found
safety by announcing that his own opinions were unsettled
and promising an inquiry.   This kept both parties at bay for
the next few months, and in the meantime the Board of Trade
set to work to collect all available facts and figures bearing
on the fiscal question, and early in September produced an
elaborate blue book covering the whole subject but expressing
opinion.   About the same time Mr. Balfour issued a pam-
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